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European Charter for the Safeguarding of Human Rights in the City
Global Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City
Gwangju Declaration on Human Right City
World Charter for the Right to the City
Sustainable Development Goals (Goal 11)
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The Right to the City

by
Dr. Reza Eslami
Shahid Beheshti University

Faranak Alizadegan
LL.M., Human Rights, Shahid Beheshti University

This book invites the readers to the city where they can enjoy urban living
opportunities and access to urban services and facilities equally and
without discrimination. The book provides the residents with all the rights
they are entitled to in the city, and live with dignity and in peace. It
promotes the idea that citizens of the city should know their rights, and by
empowering themselves, should claim their rights. It advocates residents’
participation in the decision making process as well as the management of
the city.  Therefore, the book studies the different aspects and
characteristics of the citizen’s right to the city where the majority of the
world’s population live in. It first presents the theoretical views on the right
to the city and focuses on the ideas of Henri Lefebvre and David Harvey
and looks at the concept and the foundation of the right to the city. The
book then examines civil and political rights of the residents, underlining
security and public freedoms, as well as economic, social and cultural
rights, discussing rights related to employment, housing, transportation,
health, education, environment, culture and happiness, among others. The
book also presents the rights of vulnerable groups in the city, including
children, women, the elderly, persons with disability, and migrants. It
finally deals with both challenges the residents face in the city and how to
protect their right to the city. We hope that the implementation of the right
to the city would play a key role in sustainable development of the cities
and communities.
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